
Birthroot Midwives 
Opens In The Lettered Streets

Birthroot Midwives and Birth Center  |  1600 Broadway  |  360.734.2182

We welcome Birthroot Midwives to our neighborhood.
Ann Tive and Jessie Bradley, licensed midwives, repurposed and remodeled an 

historic home (formerly MJB Jewelers) into a comfortable space for mothers, babies 
and families.  Thank you to the midwives for valuing the historic character of the 
building, while they also 
made sure it was healthy, 
durable and energy 
efficient.   Recently, their 
lovely historic remodel 
landed them on a Home 
and Landscape Tour.

Jessie and Ann envision 
an open, approachable 
resource to our 
community. They want 
to inform families of 
the value of an wholistic 
birthing process.  Their 
service offers consistent 
support, from pregnancy 
through birth, nursing 
and post partum care.  
In addition, Advanced 
Registered Nurse Practicioner, Rebecca Schayes, CNM-ANRP, can provide well-
woman care, family planning, perimenopausal and postmenopausal care.

These experienced, sensitive midwives help the mother and her family with 
24 hour availability.  Their scope of practice covers uncomplicated, low risk 
pregnancies.  They constantly assess health and risk.  See the website, MAWS, 
Midwives Association of Washington State for more information.  Babies are 
followed until two weeks old.  The mothers receive care for six to eight weeks after 
birth.  Ann and Jessie report  a high breastfeeding success rate.

Surely, in all times women assisted other women during birth.  Midwifery may 
be part of “new-old” ways that seem to have been forgotten by modern society, 
like riding bikes and growing your own food.  Even the neighborhood association 
movement is an attempt to tighten the connections of the neighbors, lost during 
the suburban era.  There was a time when neighbors looked after one another.   

The midwives realize birth changes mothers, dads and siblings.  They are there to 
gently, caringly support these transformations in a healthy, safe and private space.
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FUN!  FUN!  FUN!

Ice Cream Social 
Acoustic Jam
Bouncy House

August 12, 6:30pm
Fouts Park                                                                                        

Celebrate this lovely summer 
with your neighbors, enjoying 
ice cream and entertainment 
from The Honeybees & others!
We’ll bring ice cream… just 

bring the kids & folding chairs. 

Lettered Streets 
Neighborhood 

Association
Monthly meeting: 2nd Tuesday 

(most months) 
First Congregational Church
2401 Cornwall, 7 - 8 p.m.
Chairperson: Jelena Sacharoff  
lettered.streets@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Chris Eltrich
Treasurer: Arlene Feld

Secretary: OPEN Position
MNAC Rep: Andrew Good

Area 1 Rep: Earl Hutchins
Area 2 Rep: OPEN Position
Area 3 Rep: Koelle Bodhi
Area 4 Rep: Josh Feyen



Christine & Duane 

Lettered Streets neighbor Duane 
Jager recently opened Ragfinery, a 
textile reuse center, in downtown 
Bellingham. Duane is the executive 
director of ReUse Works, the 
nonprofit that operates Appliance 
Depot and Ragfinery. Both are job 
training businesses that partner 
with social service agencies to 
provide work experience by reusing 
discarded materials.

Workers at Ragfinery sort, cut, sew, 
and sell upcycled and repurposed 
items made from post-consumer 
clothing and fabric. They also sell 
fabrics for the textile hobbyist. 
Clothing donations are welcome 
and neighbors are invited to stop in 
at 1421 N. Forest Street to shop and 
see creative upcycling in progress.

Duane and his wife Christine 
Gibbs moved to Bellingham and 
the Lettered Street neighborhood 
in 2002. Christine is a retired 
midwife who owns and operates the 
Bellingham Birth Center on the 
corner of Alabama and Cornwall.  
Nine midwives practice at the Birth 
Center, Bellingham’s oldest free-
standing birth center. Expectant 
moms and dads can call the Center 
at 752-BABY to get a free tour.

Christine and Duane chose 
our neighborhood because it is 
pedestrian/bike friendly and close 
to downtown. Their lawn-less yard 
keeps them busy.

Howdy 
Neighbor!

Newcomers Mike Haberman and 
Kris Parker moved into the Lettered 
Streets neighborhood last January. 
Mike is the Special Education 
Director for the Bellingham School 
District while Kris recently retired 
from the Lewiston School District. 
They relocated to Bellingham last 
summer after residing in Lewiston, 
Idaho for the past several years. 
        Both are lifelong   
     string band players  
      and singers and,  
     though sorry to  
   leave their   
             musical   
               connections in       
                       Idaho, have
 
           enjoyed meeting and      
         playing with several  
        players in Bellingham’s 
       music community. 

Mike’s sister Mary, a faculty 
member at Whatcom Community 
College and longtime Bellingham 
resident, also recently bought a 
home in the Lettered Streets. Mary 
plays guitar and ukulele and enjoys 
singing and writing songs.

They are interested in meeting 
other musicians who reside here. 
Look for them at the LSNA Ice 
Cream Social on August 12 at Fouts 
Park, as part of our first Association 
sponsored acoustic jam. 

Are you new to the neighborhood, 
or do you know someone who is? 
The LSNA Board is developing a 
Welcome Kit for newcomers. We 
are still deciding exactly what the 
contents will be. Please weigh in 
and let us know what you would 
find useful. You can contact us 
via messaging on the LSN FB 
page, the website, or email us at 
lettered.streets@gmail.com.
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The Letterhead is the official newsletter of the 
Lettered Streets Neighborhood Association and we 
try to publish at least once a year. We need your 
help with stories! If there’s something you’d like to 
see included in an upcoming issue, please send an 
e-mail to lettered.streets@gmail.com. Pictures or 
layout questions, try barb@ourhousepublishing.com.

To sign up to receive our monthly e-bulletin with 
the latest news, visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/LetteredStreets 
or our website at 

www.letteredstreets.org.
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Elizabeth Park 
Concert Series

Sponsored by the Eldridge Society 
for History & Preservation

Thursdays, 6 - 8:00 p.m.
July 24
Yogoman Burning Band 
Jamaica-New Orleans dance riddims

July 31
Maggie’s Fury – Celtic folk-rock

August 7
Dana Lyons – Political folk

August 14
Luke Warm and the Moderates
Rock, soul, funky fun covers

August 21
bandZandt 
East county’s favorite dance band

August 28
Penny Stinkers – Folk cabaret

Association 
Board Positions

Available
The Lettered Streets Neighbor-

hood Association board is seeking 
a secretary as well as an Area 2 
Representative. If you or someone 
you know is interested, please email 
us at lettered.streets@gmail.com or 
send us a message at www.facebook.
com/LetteredStreets. 

The secretary position requires 
attendance at monthly meetings, 
taking notes and sharing via email. 
Ideally the secretary would be able 
to post to a website and Facebook 
as well as contribute stories to the 
e-bulletin. If you aren’t tech savvy, 
no fear, your Chairperson can help.

The Area Representative serves as 
a liaison between members of their 
area and the Board at monthly one-
hour meetings and is responsible 
for newsletter distribution within 
his or her respective area.

For more information, please visit
letteredstreets.org/documents/bylaws.  

These concerts are free and 
fun for the whole family!
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Support Your Neighborhood - Contact us 
at lettered.streets@gmail.com to advertise 
in The Letterhead and receive the Ebulletin.



You Make A Difference
The Lettered Streets Neighborhood Association is a membership organization.
All residents and property owners within the boundaries of the Lettered Streets 

Neighborhood are considered members of the Association and entitled to a voice 
and vote in organizational matters.

Optional Dues help fund upcoming projects that assist in preserving the 
character of our neighborhood, the occasional newsletter and our annual summer 
ice cream social and winter potluck. We thank you, and once again, we ask you to 
send in your dues.

Association Meetings: 7pm
First Congregational Church
Sept. 9: Smart Trips Presentation 
People out walking, bicycling and 
riding the bus bring a neighborhood 
to life.  Hear some great ideas for 
reducing car traffic and encouraging 
healthy, community-building trans-
portation choices.

Oct. 9: Candidate’s Forum
More info to come in e-bulletin.

National Night Out   
National Night Out 2014 will be 
celebrated on Tuesday, August 5 
from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

The central business district is 
having their national night out 
at Maritime Heritage Park. We 
encourage those not having their 
own block party to join in.

http://www.cob.org/services/
safety/police/night-out.aspx
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Lettered Streets Neighborhood Association Membership Form
Name _________________________________________________________________________ Phone _____________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________ E-mail _____________________________________________________

Contact information will be kept private and confidential, and will not be used or released without your consent.

Recommended annual contribution: 

  Single – $5       Household – $10       Business – $25   I would be willing to help distribute newsletters (The Letterhead)

Mail to: Lettered Streets Neighborhood Association • P.O. Box 852 • Bellingham, WA 98227

Good To Know…
Non-Emergency Police 
360-778-8611

Litter Patrol Officer
Claudia Viscara
360-778-8800

Code Enforcement Officer 
Kyla Walters, Police Department 
360-778-8614
kmwalters@cob.org

Our House 
Publishing, LLC

■ Full Color Digital Printing
■ Graphic Design

■ ENNW Publishing Partners

Barb & Mark Fuller
360-676-0428 • 2511 G Street

Consultation by appointment


